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Module 4, Kit 3:  EU financial support for social enterprises – part I  

(European Social Fund and EU Program for Employment and Innovation) 

Lesson Plan 

Learning objectives:  

 

Based on this unit learners will: 

-  explain what the European Social Fund is doing for people in Europe; 

- use their research skills to examine successful ESF-funded projects in 

different EU countries; 

-  interpret summary information on ESF-funded successful projects; 

-  diagram the concept of the EU Program for Employment and Innovation; 

-  value the importance of the EU financial support for social entrepreneurs. 

Content: 
European funds 

European Social Fund (ESF) 

EU Program for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI) 

Language: 

 

Subject specific words and phrases  related to European funding such as: (Ns) 

funds, project, grant, cohesion, NGOs; (Vs) implement, improve, increase, 

promote, combat, support, apply, manage, invest; (As) transparent, strict, 

accountable (Topic Vocabulary) 

Grammar:  

The Present Progressive Tense: “is supporting”, “is helping”, “is funding”, “is 

promoting”, “is investing”, “are doing”. 

The Present Simple Passive: “is managed”, “is known as”, “is spent” 

Numbers: figures in grants and budgets 

Learning outcomes:  

 

Based on this  unit the participants will: 

Knowledge:   

- explain what the European Social Fund is by using appropriate 

subject-specific language and the Present Progressive Tense; 

- explain the meaning of “funds”, “projects”, “grants”, “call for 

proposals” using The Present Simple Passive where appropriate; 

Skills:    

- explore and examine successful ESF-funded projects in different EU countries 

by selecting and extracting the meaning of important information in L2; 

-  interpret summary information on ESF-funded successful projects in L2; 

- diagram the concept of the EU Program for Employment and Social 

Innovation in L2. 

Attitude:  value the importance of the EU direct and indirect support for social 
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entrepreneurs 

Description of the activities  

proposed: 

Starter activity: trainers ask learners questions on the previous Kit 2 such as:  

 When did the EU start the Social Business Initiative? (Answer: 2011) 

 Why did it stat it? (Possible answer: to improve the situation of the social 

enterprises) 

 Which are the main priorities of the Initiative? (Possible answer: more 

funds, more visibility, simple legislation) 

Trainers introduce the new topics: EU Funds, the European Social Fund in 

particular, and the EU Program for Employment and Innovation.  

Brainstorming: Which EU Programs do you know/have you heard of which 

provide funding for trainings, mentoring, employment, exchange of good 

practices, youth activities, etc.  

Approximate time: 10 min  

Activity 1 (vocabulary): introduce subject specific vocabulary  

Procedure/description: task-based activity of 2 separate tasks using the 

Cambridge Dictionary online and a Topic Vocabulary Worksheet 

Learning objective/s: equip learners with subject-specific vocabulary to 

successfully understand the content as described in the language section 

above and to achieve the lesson outcomes. 

Approximate time: 35 min  

Activity 2 (computer-based, listening, reading, speaking, writing): introduce 

the 5 big EU funds and provide a simplified explanation of how we apply for EU 

funding: (Develop a project idea - Look for open Call for proposals –- Fill in 

application form - Submit a project – Receive a grant – Implement the project)  

 Input: Educational video: EU funds for social entrepreneurs 

Learning objective/s: at the end learners will be able to understand and use 

the words “funds”, “projects”, “grants”, “call for proposals”, etc. by 

graphically illustrating a simple project application process in L2. They will be 

able to list the 5 big EU funds. 

Approximate time: 20 min  

Procedure/description:   

Task 1: Learners are guided through input by watching the educational video 

and through output by answering simple questions at the end such as: 

 How many are the big EU funds? 

 Which of them, do you think, is providing support for social 

enterprises? Why? Explain in your own words what a social 

enterprise is and/or give an example. 

Task 2: Apply for funding (Activity 2) 

Learners watch the video again and put the phrases in order in the Activity 2 

worksheet provided. 

Activity 3 (task-based, pair work, reading, writing): Introduce the European 

Social Fund and its main activities 

Learning objective/s: at the end of the activity learners will be able to 
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describe, using the Present Progressive Tense, what ESF is doing for people. 

Approximate time: 25 min  

Procedure/description: task-based activity of 2 separate tasks. Learners will be 

guided through input by text.  They will be introduced to ESF main activities by 

working in pairs and grouping and matching sentences according to tasks in 

Activity 3 worksheets1 and 2.  

Task 1:  Learners work in pairs and discuss the activities with their neighbor to 

make sure they understand. They are allowed to use their electronic 

dictionaries if needed. They read about what the ESF is doing for people and 

group the sentences in the worksheet provided according to the activities. 

When ready they discuss with the class.  Activity 3 Sheet 1 

Task 2: Match the sentences.  Activity 3 Sheet 2 

Finally learners will be encouraged to describe in their own words what ESF is 

doing.   

Activity 4 (learning by doing, group work, reading, speaking): ESF-funded 

project examples 

Learning objective/s: at the end of the activity learners will be able to explore 

and examine successful ESF-funded projects in different EU countries and 

interpret summary information on such projects. 

Approximate time: 30 min  

Procedure/description:  

Learners will work in pairs or small groups and visit the ESF web site:   

particularly the project examples page: 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=46&langId=en  

In the themes search field they will recognize the 4 main activities of the ESF. 

They will be asked to find out the one which is most applicable to social 

enterprises (answer: Giving a chance to all, Promoting social enterprises) and select it. Then 

they will choose a country and read the short descriptions of the projects 

funded. Supported by the trainer and helping each other they will read aloud 

the figures (budget, participants, etc.). Each pair will choose one project to 

present to class by answering questions such as: 

 What’s the name of the project? 

 What type of support did the project provide? 

 What is the ESF contribution? How much is the grant? 

 How many people participated? 

 Do you know about any similar projects in your community? 

Depending on the time left a discussion might follow on which project ideas 

would fit best to the learners’ social enterprises. 

Activity 5: The European Program for Employment and Social Innovation 

(EaSI) 

Learning objective/s: at the end of the activity learners will be able to diagram 

the concept of the EU Program for Employment and Social Innovation and will 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=46&langId=en
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value the importance of the EU direct and indirect support for social 

entrepreneurs 

Procedure/description:  

Task 1: EaSI Worksheet 1 is on the concept of the European Program for 

Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI). Learners will examine the diagram 

and answer using “True” or “False”.  

Task 2: Fill in the missing words in the diagram. EaSI Worksheet 2 

Approximate time: 15 min  

0,5 hour of independent work reading the What-you-need-to-know file and 

trying to interpret the information from the different sections in their own 

words and in relation to their own social businesses. 

N. B. Those learners who experience difficulties in understanding the content of the ESF web site 

may wish to read the Bulgarian or another language version as part of their independent work to 

support their understanding of content. 

Materials, equipment: 
- Educational video; 

- Computers, internet connection; 

- Online dictionary -   http://dictionary.cambridge.org 

- ESF web site:  http://ec.europa.eu/esf/ (English version) 

- What-you-need-to-know Handout 

- Activity worksheets 

Recommended duration: 
3 hours (approx.) 

Assessment/ Evaluation: 
Assessment methods 

- Assessment within scaffolding: assess what students can do 

with support 

- Peer assessment in pair work activities 

- Orally-based assessment in class  

- Task-based assessment  

- Self-assessment and Formal assessment  

Content and Language Assessment 

I. Content: 

Learners’ ability to: 

- explain what the European Social Fund is; 

- explain the meaning of “funds”, “projects”, “grants”, “call for 

proposals” by giving examples; 

- explore and examine successful ESF-funded projects in different EU 

countries and interpret summary information on ESF-funded 

successful projects; 

- diagram the concept of the EU Program for Employment and Social 

Innovation; 

- value the importance of the EU direct and indirect support for social 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/
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entrepreneurs. 

II. Language: 

- accuracy in using The Present Progressive Tense (“is supporting”, 

“is helping”, “is funding”, “is promoting”, “is investing”, “are doing”) 

and the Present Simple Passive (“is managed”, “is known as”, “is 

spent”) when discussing the subject matter European Social Fund 

and EU Program for Employment and Innovation; 

- accuracy in using numbers when dealing with figures in grants and 

budgets; 

- communicative competence. 

References and other useful 

sources: 

 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/funding-grants_en     

http://ec.europa.eu/esf 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1081  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/aidco/index.php/Call_for_propos

als  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx7YH0HRaCI 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/funding-grants_en
http://ec.europa.eu/esf
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1081
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/aidco/index.php/Call_for_proposals
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/aidco/index.php/Call_for_proposals

